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As part of Superintendent Tom Horne’s ongoing efforts to improve the c ommunication of academic expectations,
the Arizona Department of Education is releasing AIMS DPA Grades 3 through 8 writing, rea ding, and
mathematics items to the public.  This release is intended to provide students, parents, teachers, and the
community with specific examples of the types of skills being assessed on the AIMS tests.  The release begins
with writing, followed by reading and mathematics, similar to the AIMS tests.

Included in this release is a previous writing prompt and dire ctions used in the AIMS assessments.  Following the
writing prompt section are a reading passage, directions, and the ite ms associated with the passage in the form of
a mini-test.  This passage and related items are from the 2005 and 2007 AIMS administrations. At the conclusion
of the reading section, the individual items are presented again with the correct answers and statistical infor mation
about each item.

The final section consists of ten mathematics items from the 2006 and 2007 AIMS administrations in the form of
a mini-test.  At the conclusion of the mathematics section, the individual items are presented again with the
correct answers and statistical information about each item.

The statistical information includes:
1) item identification number;
2) correct answer;
3) response probability (P-Value), which represents the percentage of students who answered the question
correctly;
4) Rasch difficulty, which measures the difficulty of the item on a scale in which -3 indicates a very easy item
and +3 indicates an extremely difficult item; and
5) performance objective that the item aligns to in the 2003 standards.

The items are reproductions of the actual items as they appeared on the AIMS tests.  If you have any questions,
please contact Frank Brashear, Director of Test & Item Development, at (602) 542-5031.
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Writing

Directions: Read the writing prompt below. Use the next page for your prewriting
and planning. Then write your draft on pages 6 and 7.
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DIRECTIONS: Use the prewriting and planning space below for notes, lists, webs,
outlines, and anything else that might help you plan your writing.

Prewriting and Planning
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DIRECTIONS:
DIRECTIONS: Write your draft on the following lines.  Refer to the writing prompt

and your prewriting and planning space as you write your draft.

Draft
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Draft
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DIRECTIONS: Now you are going to revise your draft.  Read your draft, then use the
questions in the Writer’s Checklist as a guide to make your changes.
Check each box if you can answer “yes” to that question.

Writer’s Checklist

□ Are my ideas clear?

□ Does my writing have words that make it interesting?

□ Does my writing have a clear beginning, middle, and ending?

□ Does my writing sound right and make sense?

□ Did I edit for capital letters?

□ Did I edit for correct punctuation?

□ Did I edit for correct spelling?

If you left any box in the checklist blank, think about ways to
make your writing better.

DIRECTIONS: For each box you did not check, make a change on your draft. Then
write your final version in your Test Book /Answer Document.
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irections:
D

Directions: Read the passage. Then answer Numbers 1 through 10.
LEXILE: 640L
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1.

2.
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3.

4.

5.
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6.

7.

8.
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9.

10.
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Item
Number

3300910 Correct
Answer

A P-Value .56 Equated Rasch Value 0.8043

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 2 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 1

Item
Number

3300906 Correct
Answer

A P-Value .64 Equated Rasch Value 0.3276

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 2 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 2

Item
Number

3300904 Correct
Answer

B P-Value .83 Equated Rasch Value -0.9677

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 1 – Concept 4 – Performance Objective 6

Item Reading Item Data

1

Reading Item Data
2

Reading Item Data
3
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Item
Number

3300915 Correct
Answer

C P-Value .70 Equated Rasch Value -0.0116

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 2 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 5

Item
Number

3300905 Correct
Answer

D P-Value .78 Equated Rasch Value -0.6130

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 1 – Concept 4 – Performance Objective 1

Item
Number

3300914 Correct
Answer

B P-Value .78 Equated Rasch Value -0.6371

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 2 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 4

Reading Item Data
4

Item Reading Item Data

5

Reading Item Data
6
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Item
Number

3300911 Correct
Answer

C P-Value .76 Equated Rasch Value -0.4435

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 1 – Concept 6 – Performance Objective 6

Item
Number

3300918 Correct
Answer

B P-Value .72 Equated Rasch Value -0.1631

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 2 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 7

Item
Number

3300916 Correct
Answer

D P-Value .81 Equated Rasch Value -0.8432

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 2 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 5

Reading Item Data
7

Reading Item Data
8

Reading Item Data
9
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Item
Number

3300909 Correct
Answer

D P-Value .75 Equated Rasch Value -0.4038

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 1 – Concept 6 – Performance Objective 6

Reading Item Data
10
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MATHEMATICS
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1.

2.
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3.

4.
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5.

6.
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7.

8.
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9.

10.
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Item Mathematics Item Data
Item

1 Number
3281940 Correct

Answer
C P-Value .59 Equated Rasch Value 0.6495

2003 Mathematics Standard Alignment is Strand 1 – Concept 2 – Performance Objective 5

Item

2 Number
3281984 Correct

Answer
B P-Value .43 Equated Rasch Value 1.4913

2003 Mathematics Standard Alignment is Strand 1 – Concept 3 – Performance Objective 1

Item

3 Number
3308924 Correct

Answer
C P-Value .48 Equated Rasch Value 1.1621

2003 Mathematics Standard Alignment is Strand 2 – Concept 3 – Performance Objective 1
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Item

4 Number
3282015 Correct

Answer
C P-Value .42 Equated Rasch Value 1.3941

2003 Mathematics Standard Alignment is Strand 2 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 4

Item

5 Number
3308933 Correct

Answer
B P-Value .55 Equated Rasch Value 1.1021

2003 Mathematics Standard Alignment is Strand 2 – Concept 4 – Performance Objective 1
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Item

6 Number
3308964 Correct

Answer
D P-Value .56 Equated Rasch Value 0.5387

2003 Mathematics Standard Alignment is Strand 3 – Concept 3 – Performance Objective 1

Item

7 Number
3308966 Correct

Answer
B P-Value .55 Equated Rasch Value 1.1516

2003 Mathematics Standard Alignment is Strand 3 – Concept 3 – Performance Objective 2

Item

8 Number
3309009 Correct

Answer
C P-Value .58 Equated Rasch Value 0.7396

2003 Mathematics Standard Alignment is Strand 4 – Concept 4 – Performance Objective 2
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Item

9 Number
3281938 Correct

Answer
A P-Value .74 Equated Rasch Value -0.0729

2003 Mathematics Standard Alignment is Strand 1 – Concept 2 – Performance Objective 4

Item

10 Number
3309095 Correct

Answer
D P-Value .58 Equated Rasch Value 0.8679

2003 Mathematics Standard Alignment is Strand 5 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 2


